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The primal baseball photograph: a daguerreotype, ca. 1848, of six
members of the Knickerbocker Base Ball Club of New York. Alexander
Joy Cartwright, Jr., primary architect of the game's first formal rules,
stands at the center of the back row. The fellow at the front row, left, is
believed to be Duncan F. Curry, the club's first president.
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only to illustrate pictures. The editors have attempted
to create not a pictorial history of baseball's early years
but an imaginary museum or gallery through which
we may perceive history in the round. If this experi­
ment meets with favor, TNP will extend the project
next year to the dead-ball era of 1901-19, with an eye
toward creating, eventually, an iconography of
baseball.

Some 275 pictures are packed into these .pages; the
editors, scouring over institutional and private col­
lections over the past two years, came upon many
times that number and to cut the roster had to harden
their hearts. Much detective work, involving not only
the history of baseball but also that of photography,
went into identifYing and dating the images we found.

TNP This is not a magazine. It is a peep-
. . hole to the past, a magic lantern show

of baseball the way it was. How the
game was born, how it grew, who did what and when
and where - these things have been told often
enough. But what was it like to be there, to pick a
grounder off that rutted sod, to wave in vain at a Rusie
thunderball, to scheme with Cartwright at the Elysian
Fields? Words fail; we want to see.

This edition of The National Pastime is, like it's
predecessors, "A Review of Baseball History," but with
several obvious differences: The period under review is
confined to the nineteenth century; there are no essays,
no features, no statistics; and, most important, pic­
tures do not serve to illustrate text-rather, text exists



Because picture research in this period is more difficult
than in the twentieth century, success is more
rewarding.

While the undersigned editors take credit/blame for
this issue, many hands have made light the work. Tom
Heitz and Howard Talbot of the National Baseball Hall
of Fame and Museum contributed their time, their ex­
pertise, and their resources in cooperation with the So­
ciety for American Baseball Research. (Furthermore,
the National Baseball Library is making available, at
low cost, high-quality prints of all images credited as
"NBL" in this issue; see page 87 for details.) Cliff
Kachline, SABR's executive director,·provided gUidance
on matters financial, historical, and practical. Dean
Coughenour of Ag Press, was of inestimable help as
always, a steady hand on the wheel when this project
threatened to careen onto the rocks. Jim Sours, also of
Ag Press provided vital help in the hectic final weeks
of production. Thanks as well to Jerry Malloy, Jim
Smith, Bill Felber, Frank Phelps, John Pardon, Joe
Overfield, Dale Collett, Frank Steele, Bill Humber,Jim
Kosinski, Joe Levy, and Mike Saporito.

We extend special appreciation to three SABR mem­
bers who made their sizable collections available to
TNP so that others might share in the enjoyment of
their nineteenth-century rarities. Barry Halper is justly
celebrated for his cornucopia of baseball treasures;
equally abundant are his generosity, curatorial skill,
and love of the game. Lew Lipset, another con­
scientious collector who appreciates the role that hob­
byists play in preserving important historical material,

"Anyone who Ukes baseball
will enjoy reading this book"

-Sparky Anderson
The Detroit Tigers

"This is the best biography of
Ty Cobb ever written. It is based on

impeccable research and yet still
reads like a novel. A fine book."

~Larry Ritter, author,
he Glory of Their Times

has photographed every early artifact that came his
way and provided copy prints to TNP. And Bruce
Foster graciously allowed us to photograph his col­
lection at no little inconvenience to himself.

COVER: The dazzling painting by SABR member Dick
Perez was created for this issue of TNP and is entitled
"The National Pastime: Opening Day-The Polo
Grounds, April 29, 1886." It stops time at a precise
moment in history, a moment captured on glass in the
"detective camera" held by spectator Richard Hoe
Lawrence (see pages 50-51). It is the bottom of the
fourth inning of a game between Boston and New
York: Hoss Radbourn is on the mound, making his
debut as a Red Stocking; Mickey Welc~ is at bat; John
M. Ward is on deck-play ball! For information about
the large-size, limited-edition print of this image
offered by the Perez-Steele Galleries, see page 88.

INSIDE FRONT COVER: Five silk banners of the 1860s,
of the type worn on a player's sleeve on game day. Be­
cause of their extreme fragility, only a handful of
"silks" have survived· the passage of time. Also, four
medals: the top two are Boston "rooters' " badges; the
one at the bottom right was presented to Roger Conner
by the Evening World for hitting the first ball over the
wall at the original Polo Grounds; and the remaining
pin was worn by members of the amateur Gotham
Base Ball Club of New York (originally called the
Washingtons), the next organized after the Knicker­
bockers. Why the strange engraving? "Three wise men
of Gotham went to sea in a bowl," went the Mother
Goose rhyme; "if the bowl had been stronger, then my
ryhme had been longer." (CREDIT: NBL, all.)

INSIDE BACK COVER: A cigar label from about lE\{38,
the heyday of baseball in color lithography; the players
depicted are Adrian Anson and Tim Keefe. (CREDIT:
Lew Lipset.)
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At the left, Alexander J.
Cartwright in later years,
holding a fireman's horn. The
"father of baseball" left New
York in 1849, lured by news of
a fabulous gold strike at
Sutter's Mill in California.
Finding no gold, he continued
west to Hawaii, where he
founded Honolulu's first fire
department. Interestingly, the
Knickerbocker Base Ball Club
arose from a volunteer engine
company of that name.
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Below, a receipt made out to
Cartwright for Knick dinners

enjoyed in 1847. After their first
match game in 1846, the

Knicks played only amongst
themselves for the rest of the

decade, although they
remained busy with knife and

fork. The photo at the bottom is
of the Knicks and Excelsiors of

1858. The player of most
interest today is Harry Wright,

sixth from the left.
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At the top of the facing page are the
Niagaras of Buffalo, organized in 1857
and thus the first upstate nine to play the
"New York Game." Note the retiring tent
painted in the background, a holdover
from cricket. The "humorous" scenes at
the left represent panels from baseball's
first comic print or cartoon, "A
Comprehensive View of Base Ball," drawn
by William T. Crane in 1859. The physical
suffering of the players elicited much
fascination and merriment, as it does from
football and hockey fans today. At the top
of this page is a view of the Philadelphia
Athletics, sitting. on the porch of their
clubhouse in the first year of the team's
existence, 1860. The only name of a
current major-league club to have
emerged earlier was that of the New York
Mets (Metropolitans), first appearing in
1857. At the left is a composite photo of
the 1865 A's, including celebrated pitcher
Dick McBride and lefthanded second
baseman AI Reach, in later years a
sporting-goods magnate often identified
(erroneously) as the first professional
player.
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Above, a Leslie's print
from November 4, 1865
featuring the prominent
players of the day in
instructive action poses.
Jim Creighton, the game's
first great pitcher as well
as its first pro, dominates
the scene in death as he
did in life, even three
years after incurring his
fatal injury while belting
out a home run.

At the left, the Lowells of Boston, 1866. Note the long bats, long
pants, and long faces-baseball was no longer just a pastime for

small boys, such as the Red Cap nine (town unknown) at the right.
Facing page: a startlingly clear photo, ca. 1867, of a game in

progress at Wesleyan University. The enlargements from the center
panorama reveal a pitcher with a Quisenberry-type motion and a

batter seemingly unconcerned.
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Facing page: Not all of the game's great
antique photos have weathered the pass­
age of time. This rare cameo assemblage

of the 1870 Forest Citys of Rockford, Il­
linois, seems to fade before your eyes.

Adrian "Baby" Anson is portrayed here in
his first known photograph; Bob Addy, the

presumed inventor of the slide, has just
grown a mustache; Cherokee Fisher is

about to embark on a Bobby-Bonds-type
odyssey which will see him play for a

different club in each of the next eight
years; and shortstop Chick Fulmer will go

on to notch baseball's first unassisted
triple play for the Philadelphia White

Stockings in 1873.

The two trade cards at the right were
issued by the Peck & Snyder sporting

goods firm and distributed gratis to its cus­
tomers; as such, they are the first baseball

cards. The 1869 Reds card held that dis­
tinction for many years, until the 1868

Brooklyn Atlantics card turned up. These
two great teams combined on June 14,

1870 to produce what may be the greatest
game ever played: the Reds, unbeaten

through the late 1868, all of '69, and the
beginning of '70, scored two runs in the

top of the eleventh inning but lost as the
Atlantics came back with three in their

half.

The Philadelphia Athletics of 1870 were a
formidable team. When strengthened the
following year by the return from Chicago of
Long Levi Meyerle-he hit .492 to win the first
batting championship-the A's captured the
pennant of the fledgling National
Association.
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On this and the facing page we have two splendidly
ornate presentation pieces, at the heart of which are
two of the most significant teams of the 1860s. The
Forest City nine of Rockford came to prominence in
1867 when they inflicted the only defeat on the
touring Nationals of Washington, led by George
Wright. The 1869 aggregate included AI Spalding,
Ross Barnes, Bob Addy, and Fred Cone, all of whom
were to join George .and Harry Wright on the great
Boston Red Stocking teams of the National
Association. Sleuths may wish to compare the
visages of these Rockford men with the team photo
on the previous page. The great Atlantics of Brooklyn
were the dominant team of the decade, in a seven­
year period losing the championship only to the

Unions of Morrisania in 1867 and to the Reds in
1869. Their great players over those years included
Dickey Pearce, who virtually invented the shortstop
position as we know it today; Joe Start, the "Old
Reliable" whose career stretched from 1860 through
1886; John "Death to Flying Things" Chapman, who
won his name by making over-the-shoulder catches
in the outfield in the days before the glove; and Bob
Ferguson, the game's first switch-hitter, whose infield
play earned him the same sobriquet as Chapman.
Ferguson and such worthies as George Zettlein,
Lipman Pike, and George Hall are not pictured
because they came along after 1865, the year in
which the photograph was taken.
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Below is the earliest printed
scorecard, reproduced. at

four-fifths actual size. The
game, widely regarded as

the most important played to
that point, drew an overflow

crowd of some 30,000 spec­
tators, who swarmed over

the field in the fourth inning
and forced the umpire to call

the game. It is curious,
therefore, to see the inside

of the card fully scored for a
nine-inning contest which

seems to have resulted in an
18-9 victory for the Atlantics.

The team"s did meet again
that year, on two occasions,
with the A's winning one by

a score of 31-12 and the At­
lantics taking the other,

27-17. What to make of this?
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soon to vanish. In the vignette
from the book's cover (top), note
the "tulip" or "lemon-peel"
stitching of the baseball; the
method prevalent today was
invented by Ellis Drake in the late
1860s.



At the bottom of page 16 is a charming studio portrait, complete with a ball hung on a line of
catgut, of three members of the Cazenovia, N.Y. team of 1865; they m'ay have been muffins
(second-rate bumblers), but they sure dressed to the nines. The same cannot be said for the
mangy crew above, despite the presence of a top hat and a dashing Will Low. At bottom, the
Albany Nationals of 1865; the alert will have picked out the fellow at the right (McClure) as the
same player posed with an rival on page 9.

..J
IX)
z

..J
coz







NBL

This 1869 relic is, as far as we
know, the first table game
derived from baseball. The oval
portraits (left, AI Spalding of the
Boston Red Stockings; right,
Andy Leonard of the Olympics)
each adorned a scorecard
published by Mort Rogers for
sale at Boston home games in
1871 ; see page 30 for a full
specimen.

NBL



Left, the of the
Boston the
powerhouse of baseball
the 18705. cartes
de visite of four members
of the National Assn.
champs.

NBL

Jack ManningDeacon White
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Ross Barnes

The first Chicago White Stockings team (1870) was an aggregate of professionals hired from all
over, modeling the success of the Cincinnati Reds. Standing, I.-r.: Keerl, Ed
had been expelled with Wansley and Devyr in 1865), Fred Treacey, Hodes,
Flynn, Ned Cuthbert. Seated, I.-r.: Long Levi Meyerle, Ed Pinkham, Jimmy
McAtee, Mart King. The ubiquitous Bill Craver was on the squad but make the
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Facing page, top: two scorecards sold at the Boston
South End Grounds in 1871, featuring the long and
the short of the decade's underrated players: Long
Levi was at least 6'1", Little Davy was 5'4"; the
former was the N.A. batting champ of 1871, the latter
of 1872. On the facing page at the bottom are three
tintypes (these are all negative images, which is why
the lettering is reversed). Left to right, two Brooklyn
Stars, ca. 1870, of whom the one on the right is
Candy Cummings; Bill Harbidge of Troy, ca. 1874;
two members of the Neptunes of Easton, 1869, of
whom the one on the right is Denny Mack. Right, the
Chicago Whites of 1871, who were brought up short
by Mrs. O'Leary's cow. With their grounds and their
uniforms incinerated, they were compelled to finish
the season in the East, in outfits borrowed from
various clubs. Below: left, a natty but unidentified
player from the Mountain Club of Altoona, Pa., ca.
1875; center, a tintype of AI Reach (standing) and
Dick McBride of the Philadelphia A's, also ca. 1875;
right, a strange image of Ross Barnes in 1876, the
year he, AI Spalding, Deacon White, and Cal
McVey-Boston's Big Four-transplanted themselves
to Chicago and produced the National League's first
champion. By the way, check out the proliferation of
cap styles across the bottom of these pages!



On this are four of the Athletics who accompanied the Red
a midseason tour to in 1874; the teams' absence
months made a of the N.A. schedule. Clockwise from
sacker Joe Dick McBride, first baseman Wes

named because his collar and cuffs were never sullied
catcher John

on
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Four of the Boston Reds of the period 1872~74. """I'-I'V.'-."''''-''''''

Tommy Beals, first baseman Charlie Gould, catcher Dave 11-.611 '\..JI ..... t..A,II.

hitting jack-of-all-positions Cal McVey.
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Boston so dominated the National Assn. that by 1875 interest in the pennant race and in the
league itself evaporated. The 1871 team at the top left, moving clockwise from the top: Barnes,
Birdsall, Cone, Gould, McVey, Schafer, Jackson; in the center, Spalding and Harry Wright.
Below, a gorgeous image of the 1874 champs: top, McVey, Spalding, White, Barnes; bottom,
O'Rourke, Leonard, G. Wright, H. Wright, Hall, Schafer, Beals.
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Not all the good baseball of the late 1870s was played in the
National League. The other leagues, alliances, and associations
were not thought of then as "minor" leagues, but as rivals. The
Lowells of 1877, depicted opposite, were champions of the New
England Assn. and featured such players as Sam Wright,
lesser-known brother of Harry and George; Sam Crane; Curry
Foley; and Lon Knight. The New Bedford nine of 1878
portrayed at the right was managed by Frank Bancroft, later to
win fame with Providence, and launched such coming stars as
Harry Stovey (bottom, left) and George Gore (to Stovey's left).
Its shortstop, Jim Mutrie (top), would become one of the game's
legendary managers. The "Philadelphia" and "Atlantic" teams
of the late '70s were independent cooperatives featuring
National Assn. players on their way to pasture. The scorecards
opposite are. of games played in 1872 (left) and 1873. Great
names are plentiful, but of unusual interest are: Dick Higham,
who will become the only umpire expelled for crookedness;
Candy Cummings, purported inventor of the curveball; Bobby
Mathews, purported inventor of the spitter; poor Nat Hicks, who
in 1876 would commit 122 errors in 57 contests; and Jack
Remsen, the last major leaguer until recent times to wear a
beard.
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Left: Sam Crane, second baseman of the Lowell team of
1877; in 1883, he manned the keystone in the major­
league debut of the New York Mets. Never much of a
player, he went on to greater fame as a sportswriter.
Below, left, an 1882 example of the team collage then in
vogue; depicting the Buffalo entry in the N.L., it is notable
for its image of Hugh "One Arm" Daily, the only one
known. Clockwise from the top, Hardy Richardson, Davy
Force, Pud Galvin, Deacon White, Blondie Purcell, Tom
Dolan, Jack Rowe, Curry Foley; in the center, clockwise
from the top, Jim O'Rourke, Dan Brouthers, and Daily.
Bottom, right, is a collage of the 1879 Chicago team, with
players identified. This team finished fourth, but the
nucleus of Anson, Williamson, Gore, Dalrymple, and Flint
would bring t~e Windy City a pennant in each of the next
three years, plus two more before the end of the decade.
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At the left, one of the most unusual and appeaiing of
all the team collages, complete with new-wave
lettering. This is a championship team, strengthened
notably by the addition of King Kelly, Larry Corcoran,
Fred Goldsmith, and Tommy Burns. Note that
several images used for the 1879 group have been
recycled here. Above: George Wright had brought a
pennant to Providence in 1879, and in 1882 Harry
(center) came north and gave it a good try. Forty­
year-old Joe Start (middle row, second from left)
batted .329, and Radbourn (top, second from right)
and Ward (middle, right) made for a dynamite
pitching rotation, but George Wright (next to Ward),
returning to action after two years' layoff while_
attending to business in Boston, just didn't have it
anymore, batting a sad .162 in his curtain call.
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Above, two artistic examples of the team composite, each produced in quantity
as a cabinet card. The Worcesters of 1879 were a highly successful
independent team which entered the National League nearly intact in 1880 (the
major addition was Harry Stovey, from New Bedford). The Detroit Wolverines of
1882 (opposite, top left) had a decided Worcester flavor, with Charlie Bennett,
George Wood, Lon Knight, Art Whitney, and manager Frank Bancroft (can you
pick them out?). That year brought a sartorial experiment in which each player's
jersey, belt, and cap were designated by position - 1b, red-and-white stripes; cf,
red-and-black; ss, brown; p, sky blue; and so on-with team colors reflected
only in the stockings. The heavy silk "clown" shirts were not only humiliating to
the players but uncomfortable in the heat; the experiment was mercifully ended
in June. At the right, the American Association champion Cincinnati Reds of
1882, featuring Will White (center), the only player to wear glasses in the
century; Bid McPhee (top, right), arguably the best second-sacker before 1900;
and the aforementioned Hick Carpenter (middle, left), who batted .342. The
New York Gothams of 1884 (center) were not to become the Giants until new
manager Jim Mutrie gave them the name the following year; that 1885 crew is
depicted at the bottom. Mutrie came over from the A.A. champion Mets-like
the Giants, owned by John Day and used by him as a farm club-and brought
With him his star pitcher, Tim Keefe, to join future Hall of Famers John M.
Ward, Roger Connor, Buck Ewing, Mickey Welch, and Jim O'Rourke.
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Left, the New York Mets of 1882,
~ the year before they become big­

league. This team played a record
161 games, including a
respectable 29-42 mark against
N.L. clubs. Notable among the
Mets is Tip O'Neill (standing, third
from left), five years later to bat
.492 but now just a mediocre
pitcher. Center, the St. Louis
Maroons of 1886, also known as
the Black Diamonds (witness their
shirt fronts) because they included
many men who had been
blacklisted for jumping to the
Union Association in 1884. Among
the former U.A. players were the
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great shortstop Jack Glasscock
(13); second baseman Fred
Dunlap (8), who batted .412 for
the St. Louis Unions; and pitcher
Charlie Sweeney (5), who won 17
games for Providence in the first
half of 1884 before jumping .to the_
U.A., where he won 24 more. At
the bottom of page 48, a serene
image of baseball on campus:
Bates College, 1882. Page 49,
top: one of only two photos of a
Union Association team yet to turn
up. Oddly, Boston broke from the
gate with a record of 12-23 under
two managers; in desperation, the
helm was. handed to sportswriter
Jacob Morse, under whom the
Bostons went 46-28! Below, an
eerie litho of the Philadelphia
Athletics of 1884, for whom Harry
Stovey batted .400 and oldtimer
Bobby Mathews won 30.
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A "detective" camera in the hands of Richard Hoe Lawrence captured these views (the basis of
Dick Perez's painting on the cover) on Opening Day at the Polo Grounds April 29, 1886. Top,
Cappa's Seventh Regiment Band accompanies the marching Giants from the clubhouse to
home plate. Below, Roger Connor takes batting practice tosses from Buck Ewing. Facing page,
bottom: more pregame warmup and hoopla against the bunting on the first-base side. Top: a
moment frozen in time-the bottom of the fourth inning, Dude Esterbrook leading off first, Hoss
Radbourn pitching, Con Daily catching, Mickey Welch at bat, and John M. Ward on deck.





Right, the original Giants (Gothams)
of 1883. Top, Ewing, Hankinson, M.
Dorgan, Ward; middle, Gillespie,
O'Neill, J. Clapp, Caskins, Connor;
bottom, Welch, Ewing. Below,
Boston and New York, again on
4/29/86-note the ornery Radbourn
flipping the bird. Bottom right, a
pretty studio sitting of the 1886
Giants, and left, the dizzying
Washington Unions of 1884. At the
far right is Harry Moore, who batted
.336 and vanished. In fact, only one
of the 53 men on the roster that year
played more than a single big-league
game in 1885!

NBL
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the embroidered seal of the city of New York worn by Buck Ewing
VUIoJV.;;;JI,,,V. Right, the Baltimore Oriole uniform of Wee Willie Keeler,

1896. Below, the blouse, belt, and cap of a member of the
Base Ball Club of Baraboo, Wisconsin, ca. 1866-note the detachable

sleeves and bib.
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Before the color line was drawn in Organized
Baseball, blacks often played on integrated
teams. The 1887 Buffalo club of the
International League (managed by John "Death
to Flying Things" Chapman) featured second
baseman Frank Grant, by all accounts the best
black player of the century. The Syracuse Stars
of 1888 included pitcher Bob Higgins (bottom
left) and batterymate Fleet Walker (top left),
who with his brother Welday had played major­
league ball in 1884. The brothers had played
together earlier still, for Oberlin College in 1881
(Welday is no. 10, Fleet no. 6). The remaining
picture is of a typically integrated town team
from Schoharie, Pa., 1886. Facing page, top:
the legendary Cuban Giants of Trenton and
New York, 1888. Three years earlier, as waiters
at the Argyle Hotel in Babylon, Long Island,
Ben Boyd, George Parego, and Ben Holmes
had been part of the first all-black professional
team. This team was strengthened over the
next few years, to the point that the Cuban
Giants of 1887 defeated such N.L. clubs as
Indianapolis and Cincinnati and barely lost to
the champion Detroits. Middle: the Page Fence

.Giants of 1895, organized by Grant Johnson
and Bud Fowler and named for the sponsoring
Page Fence Co. of Adrian, Michigan. This
formidable team traveled in its own private car,
shown below, and advertised itself by giving
street parades on bicycles before every game.

NBL
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Detroit zoomed from sixth place to second in 1886 as they imported Buffalo's "Big Four" infield
and got 42 wins from Lady Baldwin. Top row, Twitchell, Bennett, Watkins, Baldwin, Hall (who
he?); middle, Getzein, Brouthers, J. Manning, Hanlon, White, Thompson; front, J. Rowe, Crane,
H. Richardson. Or did they succeed simply because Ned Hanlon and Charlie Bennett kept in
shape in the off-season by playing in the Princess League (at the right)? Note the roller skates.
Below, a spectacular panoramic view of Boston's Grand Pavilion, shot by A. H. Folsom ca.
1890.



....Jco
z

....Jcoz

Three minor-league teams: Austin, Texas, 1888; Milwaukee of the same year, featuring Clark
Griffith (top right) and Jimmy McAleer (circle at right); and Poughkeepsie of 1886, starring Chief
Zimmer, who would be catching in the majors at 42.
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This spread is devoted to the Chicago powerhouse
of the mid-'80s. At the top of the facing page is the
ornate letterhead of the White Stockings. Beneath
that, two team shots issued for the 1885 outfit. Note,
in the view at the left, pitchers Larry. Corcoran (far
left) and Ted Kennedy (back, third from right);(
however, they were dropped early on as Jumbo Jim
McCormick came over from Providence-he more
than fills the vacancy left by Kennedy. Bottom, a
splendid image of the 1886 N.L. champs: top, Billy
Sunday, Abner Dalrymple, Ned Williamson, Jimmy
Ryan, Jocko Flynn, Tommy Burns; center, King
Kelly, George Gore, George Moolic, Fred Pfeffer,
Silver Flint; bottom, John Clarkson, Cap Anson, Jim
McCormick. On this page are three cabinet cards of
Chicago heroes: top left, Fred Pfeffer, star second
baseman and author of the 1889 Scientific Ball; top
right, Wild Bill Hutchison, who came to Chicago as a
29-year-old rookie with a degree from Yale and
pitched nearly 1800 innings in three years; and
bottom, George Van Haltren, who started in the
Windy City as a pitcher in 1887 but starred as an
outfielder for New York.

OVERLEAF: eight of the rare Joseph Hall cabinet
cards of 1888 teams.
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Here are studio poses of six of the best players of the late '80s. Top, I...r.: Harry
Stovey, arguably the period's top power..and..speed player-but are his stats
tainted by their American Association context? Guy Hecker-in 1886 he won
the A.A. batting title, batting .342 while pitching 420 innings! Tommy McCarthy,
one of Boston's "Heavenly Twins" (with Hugh Duffy, who preceded him into the
Hall of Fame by one year). Bottom, I. .. r.: Pete "The Gladiator" Browning, about
whom there are more funny stories than Berra, Stengel, and Waddell
combined-not to mention his lifetime batting average of .343. "Parisian Bob"
Caruthers acquired his nickname by virtue of an offseason visit; when not
pursuing culture, the diminutive hurler found time to win 168 games in a five..
year period. Charlie Bennett was the top defensive catcher of his day; his
career was ended. following the 1893 season when he slipped on an icy railway
station platform, falling beneath a moving train; both lower limbs were lost.
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Above are two of the rare Kalamazoo Bat cigarette cards of 1887, issued by Charles Gross &
Co. of Philadelphia. At the left is little Bobby Mathews, a historic figure in his last year. With 166
N.L. wins and 132 more in the N.A., he compiled more victories than any pitcher not in the Hall
of Fame. He is also shown at the bottom right of the team shot of the 1887 Athletics, who also
featured Harry Stovey and Wilbert Robinson (the middle pair in the back row) and Lou
Bierbauer (center row, right). The latter's disputed acquisition by Pittsburgh in 1891 gave that
team the name "Pirates" and hastened the demise of the American Assn. Below, the other
Philadelphia team of 1887, the Phillies, led by the now venerable Harry Wright and including
such worthies as lefthanded catched Jack Clements (right of Wright); first baseman Sid Farrar
(middle, left), to become better known as the father of opera diva Geraldine Farrar; and pitcher
Charlie Ferguson (top, right), a winner of 99 games by the age of 24 but cut down by typhoid
pneumonia the following year. Ferguson is also shown in the photo at the bottom right.
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Clockwise from top left: Big Dan Brouthers, the outstanding hitter of the century-he had the
top slugging percentage and was barely nipped by Billy Hamilton for best on-base average;
King Kelly, a Ruthian idol, larger than life on the field and off; John Clarkson, who in 1885-89
averaged 42 wins; Tip O'Neill, whose .492 BA of 1887 was inflated by walks counted as hits­
discounting them, his mark shrivels to a "mere" .435; and Bid McPhee, without peer as a second
baseman despite shunning the newly fashionable glove well into the 1890s.
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The Boston National League team
of 1889 (left) was nipped for the
flag by only a game. Its stars
included Dan Brouthers, Billy
Nash, Hoss Radbourn, King Kelly,
Joe Quinn, and Hardy Richardson.
In 1890 came the Brotherhood
Rebellion, and all of the
aforementioned jumped to the
Boston Players League entry
(below), which won the pennant
handily.
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B4SBB4LL
An unusual collection of Baseball fiction,
poetry, photographs, art, memorabal ia, and
commentary. A del ight for fans and collectors.
Big and bountiful for reading or browsing.

Photographs by Alex Traube.
Featuring Merritt Clifton, Leslie Woolf Hedley,
Bill Knight, Jack Remick, Roberta Israeloff,
Ruth Moon Kempher, Jerred Metz, Paul
Weinman, Dallas Wiebe, Bill Shannon, William
Loebs, David Sheskin, Michael Martone, and
many others.

Paperback, $4.95

PIG I RON PRESS
P.O. Box 237
Youngstown, Ohio 44501
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Above, the man whose intimidating speed forced the pitching distance back to 60'6" in
1893-The Hoosier Thunderball, Amos Rusie. In 1894, when shellshocked N.L. pitchers were
being pounded for an average of 5.32 earned runs per game, Rusie allowed only 2.78. At the
left is an Opening Day portrait of the feeble Giants of 1892; the stadium is called the Polo
Grounds, but this is the third one since 1888. Manager Pat Powers is flanked by Rusie and
Buck Ewing, to whose right are Cannonball Crane, George Gore, and ancient Jim O'Rourke.
Mickey Welch, kneeling second from the right, will pitch one game, get blasted, and be sent to
the minors. At the right, the 1896 Giants in rustic quarters at their spring camp in Jacksonville,
Florida.













Boston had a great team in the late 1890s, led by the remarkable Kid Nichols, a one-pitch
pitcher whose ability to change pace produced seven consecutive 3D-win seasons. The group
portrait above is of the Boston infield, with Fred Tenney standing over Jimmy Collins, and
Bobby Lowe and Herman Long at the left and right. Lowe (portrayed individually at the bottom
left), like Nichols and Long, played on all five Boston flag winners of the decade, and in 1894
became the first man to hit four home runs in one game. Hugh Duffy (top right) batted .438 that
year, the best ever, and among his contemporaries "Vas equaled as a flychaser only by Jimmy
McAleer. "Germany" Long was a great shortstop who came to a sad end, dying friendless and
broke in 1909; the circumstances of his death led N.L. President Harry Pulliam to propose a
home for old players in need, a proposal still not implemented. Marty Bergen, the high-strung
catcher, came to perhaps the saddest end of any major-league player: distraught over the death
of his son during the 1899 season, in January he killed his two remaining children, his wife, and
himself.



On this page, halftone views of Opening Day action from Leslie's; none of the original photos is
known to survive. Top: Eastern Park, 1894, Brooklyn vs. Boston. Center: Brotherhood Park,
1890 (next year to become Polo Grounds 3), New York vs. Philadelphia. Bottom: left, Sam
Thompson legs out a two-bagger against the Giants at the 1890 version of the Polo Grounds;
right, Danny Richardson of the N.Y. Players is out at first. On the opposite page are some
outstanding action poses from 1892. Clockwise from the top left, Mike Tiernan (N.Y.), John M.
Ward (N.Y.), Sam Thompson (PhL), Pop Anson (ChL), Jouett Meekin (N.Y.), Dan Brouthers
(Bkn.).
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Three gorgeous studio cabinets: (I.-r.) Jake Beckley, he of the Eagle Eye and the 2377 games
at first base; Captain Billy Nash, Boston third baseman for eleven years and a precursor of
Frank Merriwell; Bill Dahlen, a great and grievously underrated shortstop whose 21-year career
was split between the centuries. Below is another view of Opening Day at Brotherhood Park,
1890, which testifies to the newfound capacities of the camera to stop action-look at that
Phillie batter rounding first, and the Giants' center fielder about to make an over-the-shoulder
grabl

RUCKER
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To the left and right, two of the
greatest hitters the ~arly years
produced: Bill Lange, who retired
after only seven years with a .330
BA, and Nap Lajoie, here a young
star with the Phils, soon to become
the terror of the new American
League. Above, left, the famous
Baltimore Orioles, a bit past their
peak. This 1899 team was without
manager Ned Hanlon, Hughie
Jennings, Dan McGann, Willie
Keeler, Joe Kelley, and Jim Hughes,
all gone to Brooklyn ... but it still
had John McGraw (center)-now the
manager as well as the third
sacker-and Wilbert Robinson (right
of McGraw), and it welcomed a
28-year-old rookie named Joe
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McGinnity (top row, second from
left). Above, right, the Cleveland
entry in the N.L. of 1890, a dreadful
team but with two rookies to be
reckoned with: Cy Young (to the left
of manager Gus Schmelz in the
team grouping) and George Stacey
Davis (in the front row, left). At the
bottom is the 1895 Cincinnati team,
notable for player-manager Buck
Ewing, quiet Dummy Hoy, noisy Arlie
Latham, sinkerballer Frank Dwyer,
and riseballer Billy Rhines.
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Above, left, the Paterson team of the Atlantic League, 1896, managed by Ed Barrow. Above
him and slightly to the right is young Honus Wagner, who was not thought agile enough to play
shortstop! By 1899, a batting star at Louisville but still not a shortstop, he had joined forces with
two other future Hall of Famers: Fred Clarke, shown at the left with brother Josh; and Rube
Waddell, sixth from the left among those standing in the team shot of the 1899 Colonels. When
Louisville disbanded after that season, many of its players went over to Pittsburgh, which
dominated the N.L. as the century turned, and several others became charter members of the
.American League. Standing: Topsy Hartsel, Bill Magee, Tommy Leach, Deacon Phillippe, Bert
Cunningham, Waddell, Wagner, George Decker, Charlie Dexter, Harry Davis, Claude Ritchey,
Nick Altrock, Pete Dowling. Seated: Malachi Kittredge, Billy Clingham, Walt Woods,
Clarke, Mike Powers, Chick Frazier, Dummy Hoy.



COLLECTORS OF FINE
BASEBALL PHOTOGRAPHY

may obtain black and white or color
reproductions of any photograph credited
as "NBL" appearing in this issue of The
National Pastime by addressing a request
for price and ordering information to:

Thomas R. Heitz, Librarian
National Baseball Library
P.O. Box 590
Cooperstown, New York 13326

Please specify "The National Pastime"
collection.

I ne National Baseball Library, National Baseball
Hall of Fame and Museum, Inc., Cooperstown,
New York.

Founded in 1939, the National Baseball Library has a unique mission-to collect, organize,
and preserve baseball's documentary heritage. The NBL serves all who are interested in
baseball history and dedicated to our National Pastime. Write to the address above for a
statement of NBL services and a summary of the collections.
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•
8 xlI, ha'rdbound
152 pps., over 100 photos

CHEERING
FOR THE

HOME TEAM
The Story of Baseball in Canada

- Baseball historian Bill Humber presents baseball's 130
year career as a Canadian pastime. (After all, more
Canadians actively participate in baseball than any other
sport; even hockey!)

- Players and teams from every province are featured;
from the early beginnings of the game to the founding of
the Expos and Blue Jays.

Discover the many Americans whose careers brought
them to Canada, as well as the lifetime totals of Canadians
who made it to the "Bigs".

Send for our complete brochure

$24.95 Available from: THE BOSTON MILLS PRESS
98 Main St., Erin, Ontario, Canada. NOB 1To
(519) 833-2407
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ART· BY

PEREZ-STEELE GALLERIES presents a series of fine art prints
themed to the early days of base ball. The first is titled

THE NATIONAL PASTIME
The Polo Grounds - Opening Day

April 29, 1886

and is reproduced in reduction on the cover of this issue of
The National Pastime

Limited edition of 200 full color registered prints,
hand signed and numbered by Dick Perez.

181/2" x 26" on museum-quality stock

100 ofthese prints have been reseIVed by private
and corporate collectors.

Unframed at $125.00 each.
Insured postage .and handling $6.00
Pennsylvania residents add 60/0 sales tax

Orders accepted by letter or telephone to:

Perez-Steele Galleries
Box 1776
Fort Washington, PA 19034

(215) 836-1192


